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	Darren Kristiansen
2/F7 Ashdown House
Victoria Street
London SW1E 5DU

Direct Line: 020 7944 8173 
  18 January 2008


Dear Colleague
Informal Consultation Exercise – Local Government Pension Scheme Admitted Body Status Provisions
The Department for Communities and Local Government today commenced a twelve weeks informal consultation exercise on Admitted Body Status (ABS) provisions in the Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS).

ABS provisions allow contractors who take on local authority contracts to provide transferring staff with continued access to the LGPS if they wish, rather than to provide a broadly comparable pension scheme.   ABS is an attractive and useful mechanism for dealing with pensions in the contracting out process and that there is nothing in the fundamental concept which needs to be changed. However, concerns have been expressed by some stakeholders that the detailed arrangements are not always being implemented in the way intended.

The consultation document published today examines specific concerns raised about the implementation of ABS provisions and sets out three possible broad approaches which might be developed to address those concerns.

A copy of the consultation document and accompanying questionnaire is provided with this letter.  We welcome your views on the approaches set out in the consultation document and encourage you to provide additional ideas on potential ways forward to help ensure the provisions meet the needs and support the interests of local authorities, contractors, employees and taxpayers.
Responses should be provided to me at Darren.kristiansen@communities.gsi.gov.uk by Thursday 10 April 2008.  Further copies of the consultation document are available at www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/personnelandworkforce/localgovernmentpensions/abs/reviewabs/ 

Yours sincerely

Darren Kristiansen
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